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In the spring of 2001, Jay-Z was at war with rappers, lawyers, and the summer.Catching strays from Queensbridge and cases at the Kit Kat Club, Brooklyn’s finest was feeling the heat from all angles as the season he held down for six years straight quickly approached.“Jay is an artist who was consistently working on music,” Roc Nation A&R Lenny
Santiago, a.k.a. Lenny S, told Boardroom. “But there were times where he locked in for an album.”For his sixth studio album, The Blueprint, it was time for the always-in-the-conversation MC to claim his city, his market, and his throne.But to do so, the 31-year-old phenom needed a new sound.Or perhaps he needed an old one. As the story goes,
Kanye West moved to Newark, New Jersey with nothing but an eviction and a bed from Ikea to his name.Catching public transit from his new apartment, the Chicago transplant packed a tape full of tracks built off soul samples, hoping to catch Beanie Sigel’s ear as the Philly rapper worked on his upcoming album, The Reason.Not only was he there to
play Beanie some beats, but it happened to be March 6: He was there to wish him a happy birthday.Already landing “Nothing Like It” as The Reason‘s opener, Beans left to celebrate turning 27 as the doors at Baseline Studio opened up with Kanye’s manager, Gee Roberson, arriving next to a Gucci bucket hat-clad Jay-Z.The beat tape changed hands,
with West playing Jay Z joint after joint to thizz face reactions. In two days, Jay laid down lyrics for seven songs including “Never Change,” “Heart Of The City (Ain’t No Love),” and “Izzo (H.O.V.A.),” with the latter lending itself to a Jackson 5 sample set beneath a hook built on E-40’s bespoke ebonics.In less than 48 hours, Jay-Z had the song of the
summer and Mr. West had his first hit single.“I went to the bathroom and I called my mom,” Kanye recalled to MTV News on the infamous “Izzo” session. “I said, ‘Mom, we about to make it! We really going to make it this time!’” Jay’s two-day session spawned more than half of The Blueprint with four tracks coming off Kanye production. Kanye’s
loaded beat tape also had instrumentals for “You Don’t Know My Name” that went to Alicia Keys and “Stand Up” for Ludacris, both singles that led Grammy-nominated albums.Around the Roc-A-Fella team, it was clear the Kanye beat tape was taking Jay to another level.“He had embarked on something that was equivalent to the feel and nostalgia of
what Reasonable Doubt was,” said Lenny S on that time. “All the albums were special, but with him and throughout the team, we felt that it was something special that doesn’t happen often.”Something special and nostalgic was exactly what Jay-Z was looking for. Prior to “Izzo” catching Jay’s ear, a meeting with Michael Jackson set the stage for
conversations with Quincy Jones, giving Hov the inspiration to make a classic album loaded with ‘all the hottest music on it.’Kanye’s beat tape was the foundation for it all, with an eventual feature from Eminem and slew of beats Just Blaze had been sitting on “for years” filling out the track list.“Two weeks later, the Blueprint was finished,” Kanye
recalled to MTV News.In the month of June, the imminent classics Jay cut over Kanye’s beat tape were ready for an audience.First, it was “Izzo (H.O.V.A.),” debuted at the first annual BET Awards in Las Vegas. Days later, Hov returned home for HOT 97’s annual Summer Jam concert, which he headlined over red-hot radio residents like Destiny’s
Child, Ludacris, Eve, OutKast, and Nelly, who all joined him on the bill. While the opening acts ran through smash hits and choreography, Jay-Z took a different approach. For the first time ever, he played “Takeover,” a punchline-heavy diss track armed with a Kanye West beat built off a sample of The Doors’ “Five to One.” Less of a warning shot and
more of a bloodbath, Jay ripped through rivals Mobb Deep in their own backyard, putting a picture of Prodigy up on the projector screen in bedazzled dance garb.The crowd absolutely ate it up, with Hov closing “Takeover” early by taking Nas to task with a challenge, but saving the actual verse for the album’s retail arrival.“Jay was always big on not
dragging out a song no matter how hot it was,” Lenny S notes. “It was sort of like a tease.”And if all the beef-driven anticipation around “Takeover” wasn’t enough, Hov closed out his 2001 Summer Jam headlining set by bringing out Michael Jackson. View this post on InstagramA post shared by Hovstorian (@aintnojigga) “I remember it vividly,”
smiled Lenny S. “In Roc-A-Fella fashion, we’re going to do it the biggest.”Joining Jay on stage and greeting the Summer Jam fans, The King of Pop and newly undisputed King of New York dapped it up as the show came to a close with the “Izzo” instrumental from Kanye’s beat tape playing in the background.“It was the biggest deal ever,” Lenny S
recalls. “We felt like we’d won some sort of championship. You’d of thought we won ten Super Bowls.”With Summer Jam supremacy, the red carpet rollout was all on time for The Blueprint.The first single, “Izzo,” was sent to radio in August with an accompanying music video catching rotation on MTV and BET. In early September, Hov flew to
California to shoot the second visual for the album, “Girls, Girls, Girls,” with cameos from Carmen Electra and Biz Markie adding to the allure.Originally intended to release as summer segued to fall, The Blueprint release was rushed to combat bootleggers as leaks led to altercations and lawsuits on previous albums.As a result, Jay-Z’s iconic album
officially dropped on Sept. 11, 2001, just hours before the Twin Towers fell.“Everything changed because of 9/11,” Lenny S admits. “It was almost a shorter version of what the pandemic was in terms of putting everything on a halt. The towers falling was so heartbreaking and traumatic. He wasn’t there but he still felt it.”Despite hell on earth in the
city he called home, The Blueprint still sold 427,000 copies in its opening week, a testament to its rollout and greatness. In a moment where time stood still, Jay-Z delivered something truly timeless.Returning to New York, Jay-Z rerouted his rollout in extra innings to provide for the hit taken on home base. Concerts were scheduled with proceeds
benefiting 9/11 relief efforts. The promotional push continued deep into the fall, with Jay performing at award shows abroad and hitting radio stations up and down the East Coast.Jay-Z with police officers during the Concert for New York City at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 2001 (Theo Wargo/WireImage)“Dame and Jay recognized how important it
was to connect the dots,” Lenny S noted of The Blueprint‘s rollout. “We were being guided by Def Jam and they always expressed the importance of delivering. For an album that’s touring, interviews, radio runs, and award shows. We were going to in-store appearances and there were women with kids crushed up against a window. It was pretty
fucking crazy, man”When it was all said and done, The Blueprint became Hov’s fourth straight Billboard No. 1 album, selling four million copies worldwide and going double-platinum in less than a year.The halo effect followed Jay-Z’s branding surrounding The Blueprint. By the end of 2002, his Rocawear clothing brand reported $250 million in
revenue.Through The Blueprint, Jay-Z mastered the art of product and promotion. Adding energy to his rollout in the days of dial-up, Hov pulled out all the stops by taking a chance on Kanye’s beat tape, taking shots at New York’s most touted talent and effectively becoming the big dog in a city of 19 million consumers. He broke barriers by bringing
out the King of Pop at Summer Jam, later leaning into the commercial angle by owning award shows.Jay-Z at New York’s Apollo Theatre, Nov. 2001 (KMazur/Wirelmage)In samples and in space, Jay was everywhere at once with The Blueprint, but still all the way himself.“With Jay, everything he does there has to be realness there,” Lenny S concluded.
“We’ve carried that model on all the way through. He does it as real as he can so that the best product comes out of it and I feel like we’ve done that from then until now. Even still to this day, Jay is still that guy, just enhanced.”Enhanced indeed. The rapper two decades ago “trying to get his Ms” is now a billionaire — as is the producer who provided
him the beat tape.Even 20 years later, The Blueprint still holds up from a sonic and storytelling standpoint, with its impressive rollout serving as a marketing manual for music, sports, and entertainment. As Jay-Z enters the fall of 2021, the rap rivals have become friends and the lawsuits have settled.He’s no longer at war with the summer and New
York is still his. Total duration:1 h 03 min The Blueprint remains one of the most influential rap albums ever. Over 20 years since its release, the record still appears on plenty of shortlists for the greatest rap album of all time. Inadvertently launching the career of Kanye West, Jay-Z brought soul-tinged songs back to the forefront of the radio culture of
hip-hop. In doing so, The Blueprint revived sampling as a standard practice as we ran towards the digital sound era. Hailed by some as a rap G.O.A.T., The Blueprint shows off some of Jay-Z's best songs, such as "Heart of the City" and "Song Cry." Newer fans of the Brooklyn outfit wouldn't know it, but Jay-Z was deeply struggling before releasing The
Blueprint. While his debut Reasonable Doubt was an instant hit, he would back the album up with a collection of records that, while satisfactory, didn't quite live up to the expectations he set for his fans. Did he let the success get to him? Were his peak days as an MC over? These were genuine questions that fans were asking before the release of The
Blueprint. NEW YORK, NEW YORK--JUNE 10: Jay-Z appears in a portrait taken at the Roc-A-Fella Records offices on June, 10, 1996 in New York City. (Photo by Al Pereira/Getty Images/Michael Ochs Archives) It wasn't only lackluster sessions in the studio causing strife in Jay-Z's life. There was the legal drama that threatened to derail his career. In
December 1999, Jay-Z reportedly stabbed producer Lance "Un" Rivera for plagiarizing copies of his album. Additionally, several Jay-Z contemporaries had released classic albums within the past calendar year. Outkast released Stankonia, while Eminem dropped the Marshall Mathers LP. Eminem would appear on The Blueprint's most commercially
successful track, "Renegade." The timing of The Blueprint was anything but ideal. As his record was released to the public, the world watched in horrific awe as the Twin Towers fell in New York City. The music industry existed in a deep state of confusion and despondency as The Blueprint was released. However, his sixth album still sold 427,000
copies in its first week. If anything, the smoother soundscapes of The Blueprint acted as a vital form of therapy for struggling New Yorkers. From a sonic perspective, The Blueprint was a left turn from what fans had become accustomed to. Jay-Z worked with Kanye West and sought lesser-known producers to curate a unique sound. In many ways, The
Blueprint would prove just as valuable for West as it would for Jay-Z. Producing five tracks off of the album, his contributions to lead single "Izzo (H.O.V.A)" and unapologetic diss track "Takeover" catapulted him into the limelight. Speaking of "Izzo (H.O.V.A)," the track's sonic mirroring to The College Dropout would be an obvious sign to the most
casual of hip-hop fans. Jay-Z sounded revived and hungry on The Blueprint. The Brooklyn-based MC reads as a man tired of hearing unfounded criticism about his name. With fans accusing him of not reaching the heights of Reasonable Doubt and fellow MCs such as Nas claiming they were the new kings of the New York scene, The Blueprint, in
essence, was Jay-Z screaming out, "I'm back!" On "Hola Hovita," he stated, "If I ain't bigger than B.I.G / I'm the closest one." In "Heart of the City," he rapped, "People pray and pray on my downfall / But every time I hit the ground I bounce up like round ball." However, this bold confidence directly contrasted with Jay-Z's raw vulnerability. On one
song, he's flexing his extensive car collection and high-rise New York apartment. In the next, he states, "Chains is cool to cop, but more important is lawyer fees." The overarching message of The Blueprint is for his listeners not to glamorize the lifestyle which he lives. Coming from a highly influential figure in African American circles, Jay-Z's decision
to root his messaging in the cold concrete of reality had a lasting impact on his young and dedicated audience. In addition, the record was released when "the bling era" was still in full force. Essentially, Jay-Z's The Blueprint made vulnerability cool again. "Song Cry" was a hallmark example of this harsh reality. With Jay-Z lamenting a lost relationship,
he comes to the damning realization that his lavish lifestyle has clouded his common sense. He states, "You don't just pick up and leave and leave me sick like that / You don't throw away what we had just like that / I was f***ing them girls, I was gon' get right back." The self-deprecating lines silenced previous critics of the artist, who accused him of
being an "unconvincing misogynist." Like his wife, Beyoncé, Jay-Z has always been emotionally guarded in the spotlight. Our only peek into his true psyche is through his music. The Blueprint turning 20 years old was a stark reminder of how much our world has changed. After its release, Jay-Z would release several other classics such as The Black
Album and American Gangster. Now hailed "the GOAT' by many, The Blueprint was a revival of sorts for Jay-Z, which saw him re-assume the role as King of New York. However, it did more than re-solidify Jay-Z's status. Even more importantly, it re-directed hip-hop towards a place of vulnerability and sustainability rather than opulent luxury. Share —
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and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal
terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions
necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. 2001 studio album by Jay-Z For other uses, see Blueprint (disambiguation). The BlueprintStudio album by Jay-ZReleasedSeptember 11, 2001 (2001-09-11)RecordedApril-July 2001StudioBaseline Studios (New York
City)GenreEast Coast hip-hopchipmunk soulLength63:25LabelRoc-A-FellaDef JamProducerKanye WestJust BlazeBinkTimbalandThe TrackmastersEminemILuis RestoJay-Z chronology The Dynasty: Roc La Familia(2000) The Blueprint(2001) Jay-Z Unplugged(2001) Singles from The Blueprint "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)"Released: July 28, 2001 "Girls, Girls,
Girls"Released: October 2, 2001 "Jigga That Nigga"Released: January 29, 2002 "Song Cry"Released: April 16, 2002[1] The Blueprint is the sixth studio album by American rapper Jay-Z, released on September 11, 2001, through Roc-A-Fella Records and Def Jam Recordings. Its release was set a week earlier than initially planned in order to combat
bootlegging. Recording sessions for the album took place during 2001 at Manhattan Center Studios and Baseline Studios in New York City. Contrasting the sound of Jay-Z's previous work, The Blueprint features soul-based sampling and production handled primarily by Kanye West, Just Blaze, and Bink, as well as Timbaland, Trackmasters, and
Eminem, who also contributes the album's sole guest feature. At the time of the album's recording, Jay-Z was awaiting two criminal trials, one for gun possession and another for assault, and had become one of hip hop's most dissed artists, receiving insults from rappers such as Nas, Prodigy, and Jadakiss.[2][3] The album is also notable for both its
producers Kanye West and Just Blaze's breakouts as major producers. West produced four of the thirteen tracks on the album, including the songs "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" and the controversial "Takeover", which included diss lyrics aimed at rappers Nas and Prodigy, while Just Blaze produced three tracks, "Girls, Girls, Girls", "Song Cry", "U Don't Know",
and hidden bonus track "Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)". The Blueprint was universally acclaimed by music critics, particularly for Jay-Z's performance and the album's soul-based soundscape. It is widely regarded as one of the greatest hip-hop albums of all time as well as one of the greatest albums ever made in general. Despite its release
coinciding with the September 11 attacks, it sold over 427,000 copies in its opening week and debuted at number one in the US, holding the spot for three weeks. It was later certified 3x Multi-Platinum by the RIAA. In 2018, the album was selected by the Library of Congress for preservation in the United States National Recording Registry for being
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant," becoming the first entry created in the 21st century.[4] The Blueprint was reportedly cut in two weeks, with Jay-Z recording nine songs in two days.[5] At the time, he was awaiting two criminal trials for gun possession and assault. He was also engaged in feuds with various rappers such as Jadakiss,
Fat Joe and in particular Nas and Mobb Deep member Prodigy. In the song "Takeover", Jay-Z attacks the two Queensbridge rappers, using a sample of the song "Five to One" by The Doors[6] and an interpolation of David Bowie's "Fame".[7] On The Blueprint, Jay-Z and his producers used vintage soul as inspiration, including a vocal sample on almost
every track from such artists as Al Green, Bobby "Blue" Bland, David Ruffin and The Jackson 5. Exceptions include "Jigga That Nigga", "Hola Hovito", and "Renegade", a track produced by and featuring the rapper Eminem, and the only track on the album featuring another rapper on verses. In late August, Jay-Z announced a September-October tour
in small venues.[8] Because of the September 11 attacks occurring on the same day the album was released, the first two performances were rescheduled. Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles were subsequently added, and Jay-Z donated to relief organizations one dollar of the cost of each ticket sold for the tour. The photograph on the album's
cover, taken by Jonathan Mannion, was inspired by one from The Firm, a series by Jocelyn Bain Hogg depicting organized crime in Britain. Instead of the telephone and brass knuckles seen next to the ashtray in the original picture, a cigar, a pack of cigars and a microphone were placed.[9] Professional ratingsAggregate
scoresSourceRatingMetacritic88/100[10]Review scoresSourceRatingAllMusic[11]Blender[12]Entertainment WeeklyB—[13]Los Angeles Times[14]NME[15]Pitchfork8.7/10[16]Rolling Stone[2]Uncut[17]USA Today[18]The Village VoiceA—[19] The Blueprint received universal acclaim from critics. At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized rating out of
100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average score of 88, based on 12 reviews.[10] Upon its release, The Blueprint was hailed by Vibe's dream hampton as Jay-Z's best album, as well as the best album of the year,[20] while The Source awarded The Blueprint a perfect "five-mic" rating,[21] a distinction reserved for hip hop
classics.[22] In his review for The Source, Carlito Rodriguez described The Blueprint as "the defining moment of Jay-Z's career", commending his ability to convey emotions through his lyrics.[21] Nathan Rabin called it Jay-Z's "strongest, tightest, most consistent album since his legendary debut, 1996's Reasonable Doubt."[23] The Blueprint
established Kanye West and Just Blaze as major hip hop producers. The popularity and commercial success of The Blueprint established Kanye West and Just Blaze as two of hip hop's most celebrated producers. West in particular would later be signed by Roc-A-Fella Records in 2002. Both West and Just Blaze would go on to have successful music
careers. Furthermore, The Blueprint signaled a major stylistic shift in hip hop production towards a more Soulcentric and sample-reliant sound, creating a number of imitators who attempted to emulate the album's atmospheric style. Prior to The Blueprint, mainstream hip-hop producers had largely eschewed music sampling in favor of the keyboard-
driven Timbaland sound (characterized by a shifting, syncopated rhythm, similar to samba or jungle music), due to the financial and legal issues associated with copyright laws. The Blueprint, however, revived musical sampling as a common practice in hip hop music and dislodged the digital keyboard-driven production style as the dominant sound in
hip-hop music.[24] West would later incorporate some of the production and sampling techniques he used on this album into his own solo albums. Entertainment Weekly put it on its end-of-the-decade, "best-of" list, saying, "One of the greatest poets ever to pick up a mic released his magnum opus in 2001. One retirement and one un-retirement later,
it's still his finest hour."[25] In 2003, The Blueprint was ranked number 464 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 500 greatest albums of all time;[26] in a revised list in 2012, it was ranked number 252;[27] in the 2020 revised list, the album was ranked number 50.[28] Pitchfork named The Blueprint the second best album of 2000-2004, and in
2010, it ranked fifth on their Top 200 Albums of the 2000s list.[29] It is ranked at number 4 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the "100 Best Albums of the 2000s".[30] The album received a perfect "XXL" rating from XXL magazine in a 2007 retrospective article.[6] The Blueprint was also included in the book 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You
Die.[31] Album of the Year Ranked #4 in NME's 50 "Albums of the Year 2001". Ranked #5 in Rolling Stone's "Top 10 of 2001". Ranked #7 in Spin magazine's "Albums of the Year 2001". Ranked #12 in Wire magazine's "50 Records of the Year 2001".[32] Best Album of the 2000s Ranked #1 in Complex Magazine's "The 100 Best Albums of the 2000s".
Ranked #7 in The Stylus Decade's "Top 100 Albums of the 2000s". Ranked #4 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of "100 Best Albums of the 2000s"[30] Ranked #5 in Pitchfork's "The Top 200 Albums of the 2000s".[33] Top Album Ranked #6 in Billboard's Critics Pick of the decade 1999-2009[34] Ranked #2 in Pitchfork's "The Top 100 Albums of 2000-
04". Ranked #b5 in Stylus Magazine's "Top 50 Albums of 2000-2005". Best Album of the Decade Ranked #2 in Entertainment Weekly's Best Albums of the Decade. Ranked #42 in Paste's 50 Best Albums of the Decade.[35] Ranked #4 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 100 Best Albums of the Decade in 2009.[36] Ranked #20 in Rhapsody's "100 Best
Albums of the Decade" in 2009.[37] Ranked #8 in Vibe's "The Greatest 50 Albums Since '93" in 2013.[38] Greatest Album of All Time Ranked #456 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 500 greatest albums of all time in 2003. Ranked #252 in Rolling Stone magazine's revised list of the 500 greatest albums of all time in 2012. Ranked #50 in Rolling
Stone magazine's revised list of the 500 greatest albums of all time in 2020. Ranked #13 in Apple Music's 100 Best Albums in 2024. Unranked in 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die. In spite of its release coinciding with the 9/11 attacks, The Blueprint sold over 427,000 copies in its opening week,[39] becoming Jay-Z's fourth consecutive
album to reach number one on the Billboard 200 chart. It was certified double platinum as sales stand at over two million units in the U.S.[40][41] Sales stand at 2.7 million as of February 2012.[42] No.TitleWriter(s)Producer(s)Lengthl."The Ruler's Back"Shawn CarterRoosevelt Harrell IITPhil HurttWalter SiglerBink3:502."Takeover"CarterKanye
WestEric BurdonLawrence ParkerAlan LomaxBryan ChandlerRodney LemayJim MorrisonJohn DensmoreRobby KriegerRay ManzarekWest5:133."[zzo (H.O.V.A.)"CarterWestBerry GordyAlphonso MizellFreddie PerrenDeke RichardsWest4:004."Girls, Girls, Girls"CarterJustin SmithTom BrockRobert RelfJust Blaze4:355."Jigga That Nigga"Carter]Jean-
Claude OlivierSamuel BarnesTrackmasters3:246."U Don't Know"CarterSmithBobby ByrdJust Blaze3:197."Hola' Hovito"CarterTimothy MosleyTimbaland4:338."Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)"CarterWestMichael PriceDan WalshWest3:439."Never Change"CarterWestRobert Eugene MillerWest3:5910."Song Cry"CarterSmithDouglas GibbsRalph
JohnsonJust Blaze5:0411."All I Need"CarterHarrellMichael D. MonroeBink4:2712."Renegade" (featuring Eminem)CarterMarshall MathersLuis RestoEminemLuis Resto[a]5:3813."Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)"CarterHarrellAl GreenBink3:41 Hidden tracksNo.TitleWriter(s)Producer(s)Length14."Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)"CarterSmithTyrone
ThomasAugust MoonGerald BrownStanley ClarkeMichael GarsonRaymond GomezJust Blaze3:4515."Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)"CarterSmithRobert PoindexterJackie MembersWest4:14 Notes " [a] signifies an additional producer "Takeover" features additional vocals by Josey Scott. "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" features uncredited vocals by Demme Uloa. "Girls,
Girls, Girls" features additional vocals by Q-Tip, Slick Rick and Biz Markie. "Jigga That Nigga" features additional vocals by Stephanie Miller and Michelle Mills. "Heart Of The City (Ain't No Love)" features uncredited vocals by Keon Bryce. "Never Change" features uncredited vocals by Kanye West. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" features background
vocals by Schevise Harrell and Luren Leek. "Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)" features uncredited vocals by Michael Jackson and Chanté Moore. Samples "The Ruler's Back" contains a sample of "If" performed by Jackie Moore, and an interpolation of "The Ruler's Back" performed by Slick Rick. "Takeover" contains samples of "Five to One" performed by The
Doors, "Sound of da Police" performed by KRS-One, and an interpolation of "Fame" performed by David Bowie. "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" contains a sample of "I Want You Back" performed by Jackson 5. "Girls, Girls, Girls" contains a sample of "There's Nothing in This World That Can Stop Me from Loving You" performed by Tom Brock, and "High Power Rap"
performed by Crash Crew. "U Don't Know" contains a sample of "I'm Not to Blame" performed by Bobby Byrd. "Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)" contains a sample of "Ain't No Love in the Heart of the City" performed by Bobby Blue Bland. "Never Change" contains a sample of "Common Man" performed by David Ruffin. "Song Cry" contains a sample
of "Sounds Like a Love Song" performed by Bobby Glenn. "All I Need" contains a sample of "I Can't Break Away" performed by Natalie Cole. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" contains a sample of "Free at Last" performed by Al Green. "Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)" contains a sample of "Got to Find My Own Place" performed by Stanley Clarke.
"Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)" contains a sample of "Trying Girls Out" performed by The Persuaders. As with Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter, Jay-Z put two hidden bonus tracks at the end of the final track. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" is 3:41 by itself. Twenty-five seconds of silence follows after and the bonus track "Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)"
begins. That song fades and is immediately followed by "Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)". It is reported[by whom?] that the latter song features uncredited vocals by Michael Jackson. The final track as a whole is 12:07. On the iTunes Store, however, these bonus tracks are released as separate tracks, thus making the album 15 tracks long. On the vinyl
edition, there are no long gaps between the songs, but they are not printed on the back of the album jacket or record label. Shawn "Jay-Z" Carter - performer, executive producer Eminem - performer, producer, mixing Slick Rick - vocals Q-Tip - vocals Biz Markie - vocals Demme Ulloa - vocals Schevise Harrell - vocals Lauren Leek - vocals Keon
Bryce - vocals Stephanie Miller - vocals Michele Mills - vocals Josey Scott - vocals Victor Flowers - organ Kanye West - producer, vocals Just Blaze - producer Bink - producer Timbaland - producer Poke & Tone - producer D] Head - drum programming Damon Dash - executive producer Kareem "Biggs" Burke - executive producer Gimel "Young
Guru" Keaton - engineer, mixing Jimmy Douglas - engineer, mixing Rajon Wright - assistant engineer Shane Woodley - assistant engineer Jason Goldstein - mixing Richard Huredia - mixing Supa Engineer "Duro" - mixing Doug Wilson - mixing Tony Vanias - recording director Tony Dawsey - mastering Jason Noto - art direction Jonathan Mannion -
photography Della Valle - images Dana "Sonni Black" Anderson - composer Sonet Lumiere Philadelphia - music publisher Chart (2001) Peakposition Canadian Albums (Billboard)[43] 3 Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[44] 7 Dutch Albums (Album Top 100)[45] 51 French Albums (SNEP)[46] 73 German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[47] 55
Norwegian Albums (VG-lista)[48] 36 Scottish Albums (OCC)[49] 56 Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[50] 30 Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[51] 59 UK Albums (OCC)[52] 30 UK R&B Albums (OCC)[53] 2 US Billboard 200[54] 1 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[55] 1 Chart (2001) Position Canadian Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[56] 92
Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[57] 21 Canadian Rap Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[58] 10 US Billboard 200[59] 52 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[60] 12 Chart (2002) Position Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[61] 100 Canadian Rap Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[62] 55 US Billboard 200[63] 123 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop
Albums (Billboard)[64] 44 Region Certification Certified units/sales Canada (Music Canada)[65] Platinum 100,000” United Kingdom (BPI)[67] Gold 212,000[66] United States (RIAA)[68] 3x Platinum 3,000,000 ~ Shipments figures based on certification alone.} Sales+streaming figures based on certification alone. List of number-one albums of 2001
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(links | edit) Magna Carter World Tour (links | edit) View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500) Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/4:44 Tour" The Blueprint is the legendary sixth studio album by American rapper Jay-Z, released September 11, 2001 on Roc-A-Fella Records in the United States. Its release was set a week earlier than initially
planned in order to combat bootlegging. Recording sessions for the album took place during 2001 at Manhattan Center Studios and Baseline Studios in New York City. Contrasting the radio-friendly sound of Jay-Z's previous work, The Blueprint features soul-based sampling and production handled primarily by Kanye West and Just Blaze. At the time
of its recording, Jay-Z was awaiting two criminal trials, one for gun possession and another for assault, and had become one of hip hop's most dissed artists, receiving insults from rappers such as Nas, Prodigy, and Jadakiss. In spite of its release coinciding with the 9/11 attacks, The Blueprint sold over 420,000 copies in its opening week, becoming
Jay-Z's fourth consecutive album to reach number one on the Billboard 200 chart. It was certified double platinum as sales stand at over two million units in the U.S.The Blueprint is a landmark release in Jay-Z's extensive catalog, and is consistently ranked among the greatest hip-hop albums of all time. Complex Magazine named it the top album of
the 2000's and in 2019 The Blueprint was selected by the Library of Congress for preservation in the National Recording Registry for being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant." It also gave producer Kanye West his big break in the mainstream after years working in the Chicago underground scene. West produced four of the album's
13 tracks, namely the lead single "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)," as well as the infamous Nas diss "Takeover" and the soulful favorite "Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)." 3 years later Kanye released his instant-classic debut album The College Dropout, which included a verse from Jay on the track "Never Let Me Down." On “Jigga That Nigga” Jay-Z mentions Evisu
Jeans which is the very first time that the high-end jean company was mentioned in a rap song. It would not be the last time Jay-Z mentioned the Japanese company on wax. The album was originally slated for a Tuesday, September 18th release. But due to the high level of bootlegging of his last two albums, Jay bumped up the release a week earlier
(to Tuesday, September 11th) to combat bootlegging of the album. Even though the album sold an amazing 420,000 copies in its first week of release, it was only the third highest first week sales for a hip-hop album. The two albums that outsold Jay-Z in its first week were DMX’s “Great Depression” with 439,000 sold and 2Pac’s “Until The End Of
Time” double album which sold 427,000 copies. The day the album was released, on that fateful September 11th, Jay-Z was in Los Angeles filming the music video for “Girls, Girls, Girls”. Jay-Z said back in September of 2001 (after the attacks), that he woke up and could not believe what was happening in New York. He said it looked like the
apocalypse. Jay-Z basically sold the Blueprint as two albums-in-one. Because of the success of the critically acclaimed album, Jay-Z released his “MTV Unplugged” album just two months later, which half of the tracks are from The “Blueprint” album. That MTV Unplugged album sold 600,000 units, the highest selling Unplugged rap album. The most
successful song on The Blueprint album was Jay-Z “H-to the Izzo” which sampled the Jackson 5’s “I Want You” and charted number 8 on the billboard single charts. H-to-Izzo was not the most successful rap song that year to sample The Jackson’s 5 “I Want You” in 2001, as Lil’ Romeo’s “My Baby” released in 2001 charted higher at number 3 on the
billboard singles. “Jigga That Nigga” is only the second song (up until the Blueprint was released) that Jay-Z released as an official single but did not record a music video for. The other one you ask? The collaboration single “Things That U Do” with Mariah Carey from “In My Lifetime Volume 3”. The “Takeover” diss to Mobb Deep, where Jay raps “I
sold what your whole album sold in my first week” was just a slight exaggeration from Jay-Z. The album “Infamy” which Mobb Deep released in December of 2001, actually went on to sell 800,000 copies in the US surpassing Jay-Z’s first week sales of 420,000. A sequel to “Song Cry” has been recorded and kept in the vaults. The original version of
“Hello Young Lady” was recorded for the 2003 “Black Album” but did not make the final cut. In 2013, during the recording for Magna Carta Holy Grail, Just Blaze wanted to release a re-worked version on that album. That song has still not leaked or been released. Lamar Odom spilled the beans on this story in his new book. Lamar said at the Athens
Olympics, the basketball team was telling stories one night when the topic of “Superugly” came up. “Superugly” is not actually on The Blueprint album but was released months later, contains a line about a woman Allen Iverson and Jay-Z had both hooked up with, named Carmen. Allen Iverson has said that he was listening to “Superugly” live on the
radio when it was first released with his wife in the room. Iverson had no idea that he was going to be referenced in the song, and was actually dancing to the first two verses of the song. When the Allen Iverson/Carmen line gets said, his wife, smacks him across the face and then begins to fight with him. Iverson then, of course, gets Jay-Z on the
phone asking him if it is a diss and tells him that Jay-Z should have told him about the line in advance, to which Jay said it wasn’t and that it was no big deal. Iverson at the time was married, and Jay-Z was not. Before Jay-Z hangs up the call on Iverson, he says “the Mike Jordan of rap is back” and then hangs up. 8 Heart Of The City (Ain't No Love) 12
Renegade (featuring Eminem) 13 Blueprint (Momma Loves Me) 14 Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise) (Hidden Track) 15 Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2) (Hidden Track) Show all Jay Z’s sixth album. Release date: September 11, 2001. The Blueprint is the sixth studio album by American rapper Jay-Z, released on September 11, 2001, on Roc-A-Fella Records in
the United States. Its release was set a week earlier than initially planned in order to combat bootlegging. Recording sessions for the album took place during 2001 at Manhattan Center Studios and Baseline Studios in New York City. Contrasting the radio-friendly sound of Jay-Z’s previous work, The Blueprint features soul-based sampling and
production handled primarily by Kanye West and Just Blaze. At the time of its recording, Jay-Z was awaiting two criminal trials, one for gun possession and another for assault, and had become one of Hip Hop’s most dissed artists, receiving insults from rappers such as Nas, Prodigy, and Jadakiss. The album is also famous for both its producers Kanye
West and Just Blaze’s breakouts as major producers. Kanye West produced 4 of the 13 tracks on the album, including the song “Izzo (H.O.V.A.)” and the controversial track which included diss lyrics aimed at rappers Nas and Prodigy, “Takeover” while Just Blaze produced 3 tracks including “Girls, Girls, Girls”, “Song Cry”, and “U Don’t Know”, in
addition produced the hidden bonus track “Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)”. Upon its release, The Blueprint received universal acclaim, with critics praising Jay-Z’s lyricism and the production, and is considered one of Jay-Z’s best albums and has been labeled as one of the greatest Hip Hop albums of all time. The Blueprint was reportedly cut in two
weeks, with Jay-Z allegedly writing the lyrics in two days. At the time, he was awaiting two criminal trials for gun possession and assault. He was also engaged in feuds with various rappers, in particular Nas and Mobb Deep member Prodigy. In the song “Takeover”, Jay-Z attacks the two Queensbridge rappers, using a sample of the song “Five to One”
by The Doors and an interpolation of David Bowie’s “Fame”. On The Blueprint, Jay-Z and his producers used vintage soul as inspiration, including a vocal sample on almost every track from such artists as Al Green, Bobby “Blue” Bland, David Ruffin and The Jackson 5. Exceptions include “Jigga That N**** ” “Hola Hovito,” and “Renegade,” a track
produced by and featuring Eminem, and the only track on the album featuring another rapper on verses. In spite of its release coinciding with the 9/11 attacks, The Blueprint sold over 420,000 copies in its opening week, becoming Jay-Z’s fourth consecutive album to reach number one on the Billboard 200 chart. It was certified double platinum as
sales stand at over two million units in the U.S. Sales as of February 2012 stand at 2.7 million. (Wikipedia) 2001 studio album by Jay-Z For other uses, see Blueprint (disambiguation). The BlueprintStudio album by Jay-ZReleasedSeptember 11, 2001 (2001-09-11)RecordedApril-July 2001StudioBaseline Studios (New York City)GenreEast Coast hip-
hopchipmunk soulLength63:25LabelRoc-A-FellaDef JamProducerKanye WestJust BlazeBinkTimbalandThe TrackmastersEminemLuis RestoJay-Z chronology The Dynasty: Roc La Familia(2000) The Blueprint(2001) Jay-Z Unplugged(2001) Singles from The Blueprint "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)"Released: July 28, 2001 "Girls, Girls, Girls"Released: October 2, 2001
"Jigga That Nigga"Released: January 29, 2002 "Song Cry"Released: April 16, 2002[1] The Blueprint is the sixth studio album by American rapper Jay-Z, released on September 11, 2001, through Roc-A-Fella Records and Def Jam Recordings. Its release was set a week earlier than initially planned in order to combat bootlegging. Recording sessions for
the album took place during 2001 at Manhattan Center Studios and Baseline Studios in New York City. Contrasting the sound of Jay-Z's previous work, The Blueprint features soul-based sampling and production handled primarily by Kanye West, Just Blaze, and Bink, as well as Timbaland, Trackmasters, and Eminem, who also contributes the album's
sole guest feature. At the time of the album's recording, Jay-Z was awaiting two criminal trials, one for gun possession and another for assault, and had become one of hip hop's most dissed artists, receiving insults from rappers such as Nas, Prodigy, and Jadakiss.[2][3] The album is also notable for both its producers Kanye West and Just Blaze's
breakouts as major producers. West produced four of the thirteen tracks on the album, including the songs "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" and the controversial "Takeover", which included diss lyrics aimed at rappers Nas and Prodigy, while Just Blaze produced three tracks, "Girls, Girls, Girls", "Song Cry", "U Don't Know", and hidden bonus track "Breathe Easy
(Lyrical Exercise)". The Blueprint was universally acclaimed by music critics, particularly for Jay-Z's performance and the album's soul-based soundscape. It is widely regarded as one of the greatest hip-hop albums of all time as well as one of the greatest albums ever made in general. Despite its release coinciding with the September 11 attacks, it
sold over 427,000 copies in its opening week and debuted at number one in the US, holding the spot for three weeks. It was later certified 3x Multi-Platinum by the RIAA. In 2018, the album was selected by the Library of Congress for preservation in the United States National Recording Registry for being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically
significant," becoming the first entry created in the 21st century.[4] The Blueprint was reportedly cut in two weeks, with Jay-Z recording nine songs in two days.[5] At the time, he was awaiting two criminal trials for gun possession and assault. He was also engaged in feuds with various rappers such as Jadakiss, Fat Joe and in particular Nas and Mobb
Deep member Prodigy. In the song "Takeover", Jay-Z attacks the two Queensbridge rappers, using a sample of the song "Five to One" by The Doors[6] and an interpolation of David Bowie's "Fame".[7] On The Blueprint, Jay-Z and his producers used vintage soul as inspiration, including a vocal sample on almost every track from such artists as Al
Green, Bobby "Blue" Bland, David Ruffin and The Jackson 5. Exceptions include "Jigga That Nigga", "Hola Hovito", and "Renegade", a track produced by and featuring the rapper Eminem, and the only track on the album featuring another rapper on verses. In late August, Jay-Z announced a September-October tour in small venues.[8] Because of the
September 11 attacks occurring on the same day the album was released, the first two performances were rescheduled. Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles were subsequently added, and Jay-Z donated to relief organizations one dollar of the cost of each ticket sold for the tour. The photograph on the album's cover, taken by Jonathan Mannion,
was inspired by one from The Firm, a series by Jocelyn Bain Hogg depicting organized crime in Britain. Instead of the telephone and brass knuckles seen next to the ashtray in the original picture, a cigar, a pack of cigars and a microphone were placed.[9] Professional ratingsAggregate scoresSourceRatingMetacritic88/100[10]Review
scoresSourceRatingAllMusic[11]Blender[12]Entertainment WeeklyB—[13]Los Angeles Times[14]NME[15]Pitchfork8.7/10[16]Rolling Stone[2]Uncut[17]USA Today[18]The Village VoiceA—[19] The Blueprint received universal acclaim from critics. At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album
received an average score of 88, based on 12 reviews.[10] Upon its release, The Blueprint was hailed by Vibe's dream hampton as Jay-Z's best album, as well as the best album of the year,[20] while The Source awarded The Blueprint a perfect "five-mic" rating,[21] a distinction reserved for hip hop classics.[22] In his review for The Source, Carlito
Rodriguez described The Blueprint as "the defining moment of Jay-Z's career"”, commending his ability to convey emotions through his lyrics.[21] Nathan Rabin called it Jay-Z's "strongest, tightest, most consistent album since his legendary debut, 1996's Reasonable Doubt."[23] The Blueprint established Kanye West and Just Blaze as major hip hop
producers. The popularity and commercial success of The Blueprint established Kanye West and Just Blaze as two of hip hop's most celebrated producers. West in particular would later be signed by Roc-A-Fella Records in 2002. Both West and Just Blaze would go on to have successful music careers. Furthermore, The Blueprint signaled a major
stylistic shift in hip hop production towards a more Soulcentric and sample-reliant sound, creating a number of imitators who attempted to emulate the album's atmospheric style. Prior to The Blueprint, mainstream hip-hop producers had largely eschewed music sampling in favor of the keyboard-driven Timbaland sound (characterized by a shifting,
syncopated rhythm, similar to samba or jungle music), due to the financial and legal issues associated with copyright laws. The Blueprint, however, revived musical sampling as a common practice in hip hop music and dislodged the digital keyboard-driven production style as the dominant sound in hip-hop music.[24] West would later incorporate
some of the production and sampling techniques he used on this album into his own solo albums. Entertainment Weekly put it on its end-of-the-decade, "best-of" list, saying, "One of the greatest poets ever to pick up a mic released his magnum opus in 2001. One retirement and one un-retirement later, it's still his finest hour."[25] In 2003, The
Blueprint was ranked number 464 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 500 greatest albums of all time;[26] in a revised list in 2012, it was ranked number 252;[27] in the 2020 revised list, the album was ranked number 50.[28] Pitchfork named The Blueprint the second best album of 2000-2004, and in 2010, it ranked fifth on their Top 200 Albums



of the 2000s list.[29] It is ranked at number 4 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of the "100 Best Albums of the 2000s".[30] The album received a perfect "XXL" rating from XXL magazine in a 2007 retrospective article.[6] The Blueprint was also included in the book 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die.[31] Album of the Year Ranked #4 in
NME's 50 "Albums of the Year 2001". Ranked #5 in Rolling Stone's "Top 10 of 2001". Ranked #7 in Spin magazine's "Albums of the Year 2001". Ranked #12 in Wire magazine's "50 Records of the Year 2001".[32] Best Album of the 2000s Ranked #1 in Complex Magazine's "The 100 Best Albums of the 2000s". Ranked #7 in The Stylus Decade's "Top
100 Albums of the 2000s". Ranked #4 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of "100 Best Albums of the 2000s"[30] Ranked #5 in Pitchfork's "The Top 200 Albums of the 2000s".[33] Top Album Ranked #6 in Billboard's Critics Pick of the decade 1999-2009[34] Ranked #2 in Pitchfork's "The Top 100 Albums of 2000-04". Ranked #5 in Stylus Magazine's "Top
50 Albums of 2000-2005". Best Album of the Decade Ranked #2 in Entertainment Weekly's Best Albums of the Decade. Ranked #42 in Paste's 50 Best Albums of the Decade.[35] Ranked #4 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 100 Best Albums of the Decade in 2009.[36] Ranked #20 in Rhapsody's "100 Best Albums of the Decade" in 2009.[37]
Ranked #8 in Vibe's "The Greatest 50 Albums Since '93" in 2013.[38] Greatest Album of All Time Ranked #456 in Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 500 greatest albums of all time in 2003. Ranked #252 in Rolling Stone magazine's revised list of the 500 greatest albums of all time in 2012. Ranked #50 in Rolling Stone magazine's revised list of the
500 greatest albums of all time in 2020. Ranked #13 in Apple Music's 100 Best Albums in 2024. Unranked in 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die. In spite of its release coinciding with the 9/11 attacks, The Blueprint sold over 427,000 copies in its opening week,[39] becoming Jay-Z's fourth consecutive album to reach number one on the
Billboard 200 chart. It was certified double platinum as sales stand at over two million units in the U.S.[40][41] Sales stand at 2.7 million as of February 2012.[42] No.TitleWriter(s)Producer(s)Length1."The Ruler's Back"Shawn CarterRoosevelt Harrell IIIPhil HurttWalter SiglerBink3:502."Takeover"CarterKanye WestEric BurdonLawrence ParkerAlan
LomaxBryan ChandlerRodney LemayJim MorrisonJohn DensmoreRobby KriegerRay ManzarekWest5:133."Izzo (H.O.V.A.)"CarterWestBerry GordyAlphonso MizellFreddie PerrenDeke RichardsWest4:004."Girls, Girls, Girls"CarterJustin SmithTom BrockRobert RelfJust Blaze4:355."Jigga That Nigga"CarterJean-Claude OlivierSamuel
BarnesTrackmasters3:246."U Don't Know"CarterSmithBobby ByrdJust Blaze3:197."Hola' Hovito"CarterTimothy MosleyTimbaland4:338."Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)"CarterWestMichael PriceDan WalshWest3:439."Never Change"CarterWestRobert Eugene MillerWest3:5910."Song Cry"CarterSmithDouglas GibbsRalph Johnson]Just
Blaze5:0411."All I Need"CarterHarrellMichael D. MonroeBink4:2712."Renegade" (featuring Eminem)CarterMarshall MathersLuis RestoEminemLuis Resto[a]5:3813."Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)"CarterHarrellAl GreenBink3:41 Hidden tracksNo.TitleWriter(s)Producer(s)Length14."Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)"CarterSmithTyrone ThomasAugust
MoonGerald BrownStanley ClarkeMichael GarsonRaymond GomezJust Blaze3:4515."Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)"CarterSmithRobert PoindexterJackie MembersWest4:14 Notes " [a] signifies an additional producer "Takeover" features additional vocals by Josey Scott. "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" features uncredited vocals by Demme Uloa. "Girls, Girls, Girls"
features additional vocals by Q-Tip, Slick Rick and Biz Markie. "Jigga That Nigga" features additional vocals by Stephanie Miller and Michelle Mills. "Heart Of The City (Ain't No Love)" features uncredited vocals by Keon Bryce. "Never Change" features uncredited vocals by Kanye West. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" features background vocals by
Schevise Harrell and Luren Leek. "Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)" features uncredited vocals by Michael Jackson and Chanté Moore. Samples "The Ruler's Back" contains a sample of "If" performed by Jackie Moore, and an interpolation of "The Ruler's Back" performed by Slick Rick. "Takeover" contains samples of "Five to One" performed by The Doors,
"Sound of da Police" performed by KRS-One, and an interpolation of "Fame" performed by David Bowie. "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" contains a sample of "I Want You Back" performed by Jackson 5. "Girls, Girls, Girls" contains a sample of "There's Nothing in This World That Can Stop Me from Loving You" performed by Tom Brock, and "High Power Rap"
performed by Crash Crew. "U Don't Know" contains a sample of "I'm Not to Blame" performed by Bobby Byrd. "Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)" contains a sample of "Ain't No Love in the Heart of the City" performed by Bobby Blue Bland. "Never Change" contains a sample of "Common Man" performed by David Ruffin. "Song Cry" contains a sample
of "Sounds Like a Love Song" performed by Bobby Glenn. "All I Need" contains a sample of "I Can't Break Away" performed by Natalie Cole. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" contains a sample of "Free at Last" performed by Al Green. "Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)" contains a sample of "Got to Find My Own Place" performed by Stanley Clarke.
"Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)" contains a sample of "Trying Girls Out" performed by The Persuaders. As with Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter, Jay-Z put two hidden bonus tracks at the end of the final track. "Blueprint (Momma Loves Me)" is 3:41 by itself. Twenty-five seconds of silence follows after and the bonus track "Breathe Easy (Lyrical Exercise)"
begins. That song fades and is immediately followed by "Girls, Girls, Girls (Part 2)". It is reported[by whom?] that the latter song features uncredited vocals by Michael Jackson. The final track as a whole is 12:07. On the iTunes Store, however, these bonus tracks are released as separate tracks, thus making the album 15 tracks long. On the vinyl
edition, there are no long gaps between the songs, but they are not printed on the back of the album jacket or record label. Shawn "Jay-Z" Carter - performer, executive producer Eminem - performer, producer, mixing Slick Rick - vocals Q-Tip - vocals Biz Markie - vocals Demme Ulloa - vocals Schevise Harrell - vocals Lauren Leek - vocals Keon
Bryce - vocals Stephanie Miller - vocals Michele Mills - vocals Josey Scott - vocals Victor Flowers - organ Kanye West - producer, vocals Just Blaze - producer Bink - producer Timbaland - producer Poke & Tone - producer D] Head - drum programming Damon Dash - executive producer Kareem "Biggs" Burke - executive producer Gimel "Young
Guru" Keaton - engineer, mixing Jimmy Douglas - engineer, mixing Rajon Wright - assistant engineer Shane Woodley - assistant engineer Jason Goldstein - mixing Richard Huredia - mixing Supa Engineer "Duro" - mixing Doug Wilson - mixing Tony Vanias - recording director Tony Dawsey - mastering Jason Noto - art direction Jonathan Mannion -
photography Della Valle - images Dana "Sonni Black" Anderson - composer Sonet Lumiere Philadelphia - music publisher Chart (2001) Peakposition Canadian Albums (Billboard)[43] 3 Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[44] 7 Dutch Albums (Album Top 100)[45] 51 French Albums (SNEP)[46] 73 German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[47] 55
Norwegian Albums (VG-lista)[48] 36 Scottish Albums (OCC)[49] 56 Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[50] 30 Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[51] 59 UK Albums (OCC)[52] 30 UK R&B Albums (OCC)[53] 2 US Billboard 200[54] 1 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[55] 1 Chart (2001) Position Canadian Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[56] 92
Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[57] 21 Canadian Rap Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[58] 10 US Billboard 200[59] 52 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[60] 12 Chart (2002) Position Canadian R&B Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[61] 100 Canadian Rap Albums (Nielsen SoundScan)[62] 55 US Billboard 200[63] 123 US Top R&B/Hip-Hop
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Blueprint at Metacritic Album Review[permanent dead link] at Blender Album review at Stylus Magazine Retrieved from " 22017 concert tour by Jay-Z 4:44 TourContinental tour by Jay-ZPromotional posterLocationNorth AmericaAssociated album4:44Start dateOctober 27, 2017 (2017-10-27)End dateDecember 21, 2017 (2017-12-21)Legs1No. of
shows33Box office$48.7 million ($62.47 million in 2024 dollars)[1][2]]Jay-Z concert chronology On the Run Tour (2014) 4:44 Tour(2017) OTR II Tour (2018) The Tour Jay:Z 4:44 or simply 4:44 Tour was a concert tour by American rapper Jay-Z, in support of his thirteenth studio album 4:44 (2017). The tour began in Anaheim at the Honda Center on
October 27, 2017, and concluded on December 21, 2017, in Inglewood at The Forum. Vic Mensa was the opening act for the whole tour. Jay Z's North American run of his 4:44 Tour grossed $48,698,354 over the course of 32 dates. 426,441 tickets were sold in that span, with about $1.5 million grossed per show.[3] On July 10, 2017, Jay-Z announced
32 tour dates across North America.[4][5][6] This set list is representative of the show on November 3, 2017 in Phoenix. It does not represent all concerts for the duration of the tour.[7] "Kill Jay-Z" "No Church in the Wild" "Lucifer" "D'Evils" "Heart of the City (Ain't No Love)" "Run This Town" "FuckWithMeYouKnowIGotIt" "Beach Is Better" "4:44"
"Bam" "Jigga My Nigga" "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)" "Dirt off Your Shoulder" "On to the Next One" "I Just Wanna Love U (Give It 2 Me)" "Public Service Announcement" "99 Problems" "Big Pimpin'" "The Story of O.]." "Niggas in Paris" "Where I'm From" "Empire State of Mind" "Blues Freestyle" "Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem)" "Smile" Encore "Numb/Encore"
List of concerts, showing date, city, country, venue, opening acts, tickets sold, number of available tickets and amount of gross revenue Date City Country Venue Opening act Attendance Revenue North America[8] October 27, 2017 Anaheim United States Honda Center Vic Mensa 12,153 / 14,933 $1,228,306 October 28, 2017 Las Vegas T-Mobile
Arena — — November 1, 2017 Fresno Save Mart Center — — November 3, 2017 Phoenix Talking Stick Resort Arena — — November 5, 2017 Denver Pepsi Center — — November 7, 2017 Dallas American Airlines Center 14,497 / 15,955 $1,330,471 November 8, 2017 Houston Toyota Center — — November 9, 2017 New Orleans Smoothie King Center
12,731 /14,812 $1,072,797 November 11, 2017 Orlando Amway Center — — November 12, 2017 Miami American Airlines Arena 15,735/ 15,735 $1,770,249 November 14, 2017 Atlanta Philips Arena 14,118 / 15,039 $1,832,255 November 15, 2017 Nashville Bridgestone Arena 14,128 / 14,128 $1,064,008 November 16, 2017 Charlotte Spectrum
Center 15,558 /15,558 $1,563,821 November 18, 2017 Detroit Little Caesars Arena — — November 19, 2017 Cleveland Quicken Loans Arena — — November 21, 2017 Montreal Canada Bell Centre — — November 22, 2017 Toronto Air Canada Centre 25,270 / 25,270 $2,301,650 November 23, 2017 November 25, 2017 Boston United States TD
Garden — — November 26, 2017 Brooklyn Barclays Center — — November 27, 2017 — — November 29, 2017 Washington, D.C. Capital One Arena 18,147 / 18,147 $2,199,885 December 1, 2017 Philadelphia Wells Fargo Center — — December 2, 2017 Uniondale Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum 13,292 / 13,292 $1,315,634 December 5, 2017
Chicago United Center — — December 9, 2017 Edmonton Canada Rogers Place — — December 11, 2017 Vancouver Rogers Arena 14,386 / 14,933 $1,160,682 December 13, 2017 Seattle United States KeyArena 9,200 $862,000 December 14, 2017 Portland Moda Center 10,840 / 13,548 $803,170 December 16, 2017 Oakland Oracle Arena 14,853 /
14,853 $1,511,245 December 17, 2017 Sacramento Golden 1 Center 11,459 /15,370 $954,552 December 19, 2017 San Diego Viejas Arena — — December 21, 2017 Inglewood The Forum 16,084 / 16,084 $2,012,730 Total 426,441 $48,698,354[2] ™ 1634-1699: McCusker, J. J. (1997). How Much Is That in Real Money? A Historical Price Index for Use
as a Deflator of Money Values in the Economy of the United States: Addenda et Corrigenda (PDF). American Antiquarian Society. 1700-1799: McCusker, J. J. (1992). How Much Is That in Real Money? A Historical Price Index for Use as a Deflator of Money Values in the Economy of the United States (PDF). American Antiquarian Society. 1800-present:
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. "Consumer Price Index (estimate) 1800-". Retrieved February 29, 2024. ~ a b BROOKS, DAVE. "Slow Ticketing Helps Jay-Z Net $48.7M on 2017 Tour". Billboard. Retrieved 14 January 2018. ~ BROOKS, DAVE. "Slow Ticketing Helps Jay-Z Net $48.7M on 2017 Tour". Billboard. Retrieved 14 January 2018. ©~ Kreps,
Daniel (July 10, 2017). "Jay-Z Announces Massive North American '4:44' Tour". Rolling Stone. Retrieved July 11, 2017. ©~ Lamarre, Carl (July 10, 2017). "JAY-Z Announces 4:44 Tour Dates". Billboard. Retrieved July 11, 2017. ©~ Ryan, Patrick (July 10, 2017). "JAY-Z announces 31-city 4:44 Tour". USA Today. Retrieved July 11, 2017. ~ Keil, Jason
(November 4, 2017). "Jay-Z Opens Up in Downtown Phoenix Show". Phoenix New Times. ~ North American box score: "Current Boxscore". Billboard. Archived from the original on November 23, 2017. Retrieved January 10, 2018. "Current Boxscore". Billboard. Archived from the original on December 13, 2017. Retrieved January 10, 2018. "Current
Boxscore". Billboard. Archived from the original on December 21, 2017. Retrieved January 10, 2018. "Current Boxscore". Billboard. Archived from the original on January 11, 2018. Retrieved January 11, 2018. "Current Boxscore". Billboard. Archived from the original on February 21, 2018. Retrieved February 20, 2018. "Current Boxscore". Billboard.
Archived from the original on March 15, 2018. Retrieved March 15, 2018. Retrieved from " 3 The following pages link to 4:44 Tour External tools (link count transclusion count sorted list) - See help page for transcluding these entries Showing 50 items. View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)Jay-Z (links | edit) Reasonable Doubt (album)
(links | edit) Spectrum Center (links | edit) The Black Album (Jay-Z album) (links | edit) The Best of Both Worlds (Jay-Z and R. Kelly album) (links | edit) The Blueprint (links | edit) Bridgestone Arena (links | edit) State Farm Arena (links | edit) Honda Center (links | edit) Rocawear (links | edit) In My Lifetime, Vol. 1 (links | edit) Collision Course (EP)
(links | edit) Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter (links | edit) Jay-Z albums discography (links | edit) The Dynasty: Roc La Familia (links | edit) Vol. 2... Hard Knock Life (links | edit) The Blueprint 2: The Gift & The Curse (links | edit) MTV Unplugged (Jay-Z album) (links | edit) S. Carter Records (links | edit) Unfinished Business (Jay-Z and R. Kelly
album) (links | edit) Fade to Black (2004 film) (links | edit) 40/40 Club (venue) (links | edit) The Carters (links | edit) Murder Inc. (rap group) (links | edit) Kingdom Come (Jay-Z album) (links | edit) Streets Is Watching (film) (links | edit) List of songs recorded by Jay-Z (links | edit) Streets Is Watching (soundtrack) (links | edit) American Gangster
(album) (links | edit) Heart of the City Tour (links | edit) The Blueprint 3 (links | edit) The Grey Album (links | edit) Jaydiohead (links | edit) Roc Nation (links | edit) List of awards and nominations received by Jay-Z (links | edit) Jay-Z & Ciara Live (links | edit) Jay-Z Fall Tour (links | edit) The Home & Home Tour (links | edit) The Hits Collection, Volume
One (links | edit) Watch the Throne (links | edit) Empire State of Mind (book) (links | edit) 4:44 (links | edit) Watch the Throne Tour (links | edit) Young Guru (links | edit) Live in Brooklyn (EP) (links | edit) Legends of the Summer Stadium Tour (links | edit) Roc Nation Sports (links | edit) Magna Carta Holy Grail (links | edit) Made in America Festival
(links | edit) Magna Carter World Tour (links | edit) View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500) Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/4:44 Tour" Much ado is made about Jay-Z‘s opening week numbers, a little high, a little low; what gets lost in such discussion about the most prolific rapper is that he’s become the chart equivalent of Michael
Jordan to his competitors’ Craig Ehlo. These days, there is no safer bet for a Number One debut. Jay-Z’s sixth album (in a mere five years), The Blueprint, seemed to suffer no ill effects from a frequently shifting release date, which rather than moving further and further away, took leaps and bounds towards the present until it seemed to suddenly
materialize record stores. Fans were unfazed and unconfused, as The Blueprint sold 426,550 copies in its first week, according to SoundScan, making the album Jigga’s fourth consecutive Number One debut. The Blueprint’s stats are down fairly significantly from the MC’s previous offering, The Dynasty: Roc La Familia, but such oscillations seem
commonplace in Jay-Z’s career. Following the slow burn of success with 1996’s Reasonable Doubt and 1997’s In My Lifetime: Vol. 1, Jay-Z’s sales have been consistently strong, the individual magnitude of each hinging on the strength of that individual album’s singles. Vol. 2: Hard Knock Life scanned 352,000 copies in its first week back in September
1998, but the success of the title track gave the album a rare sales weight for the hip-hop genre, allowing it multiple weeks at Number One, with a sales spike during its first month of release as opposed to the obligatory drops. A businessman as much as rapper, Jay-Z struck while the proverbial iron was hot, returning just over a year later with Vol. 3:
The Life and Times of S. Carter, an album which came with the buzz of an anticipated 1 million first week debut. It fell way short, scanning 426,000 copies. A little sales history would suggest over-saturation and artist fatigue. Yet, ten months later, The Dynasty shot to Number One with sales just shy of 560,000. Which brings up the obligatory chitchat
about Jigga’s possible retirement, which again suggesting comparisons to M]J. Signs are also healthy amongst his Roc-A-Fella collective, but Memphis Bleek and Beanie Sigel have yet to bottle Jay-Z's lightening and prove to be breakout stars in their own right. Still, the latter remains a Top 200 resident with his latest, The Reason, which in three
months of release is creeping towards the 500,000 copies sold mark. Sigel remains one of the genre’s most under-appreciated talents. But finding a suitable substitute for Jay-Z’s reign is inconceivable, as four straight Number One debuts shine like championship rings. Jay-Z’s sales accomplishments also come amid a week when the charts were
peppered with newcomers. Canadian metalheads Nickelback are the latest gem in Roadrunner Records’ collection. The band’s third release, Silver Side Up bowed in at Number Two with sales of 177,986, nudging Alicia Keys’ Songs in A Minor, which settled for Number Three this week; one of only four albums from last week’s Top Ten that wasn’t
bumped. Four other new releases were guilty of the displacement: Brooklyn-born rapper, Fabolous’s first album, Ghetto Fabolous, Bob Dylan’s Love and Theft, P.O.D.’ Satellite and Mariah Carey’s Glitter all secured Top Ten slots. But for Carey, Glitter’s sales of 116,339 are yet another stumble in a miserable summer that included a hospitalization
and reports of feuding in both the film and music industries. Glitter‘s weak first-week numbers could be chalked up to a sales slump across the board, paired with a slow sales week in light of last week’s tragedy. While the latter might stick, the former doesn’t hold water, as Carey’s fellow R&B-ish divas have weathered slumping record sales to score
strong debuts, including Destiny’s Child (663,280) and Janet Jackson’s All for You (605,128). More troubling for Carey is that the worst probably ain’t over. Her feature film debut in the movie of the same name is an ocean liner just looking for a glacier. Oft-delayed and ultimately laid out to rot in the Hollywood dead zone that is the end of summer,
Glitter looks to be a miscalculation of Biblical proportions. vSpeaking of which, beyond the Top Ten, there was still plenty of action: Michael W. Smith and his Worship and Slayer’s God Hates Us All were amusing counterparts at Numbers Twenty and Twenty-eight, respectively. While Babyface’s Face 2 Face (Number Twenty-five), Ben Folds’ Rockin’
the Suburbs (Number Forty-two) and Jamiroquai’s Funk Odyssey (Number Forty-four) also made respectable debuts. As for chart milestones, three months after its release, and three weeks after her tragic death, Aaliyah’s self-titled third album crossed over 1 million copies sold. With a trio of strong releases (including new albums by Macy Gray, Tori
Amos and Live) hitting record store shelves this week teaming up with this week’s bumper crop of rookies, we might see a further overhaul in the realm of the Top Ten, which saw six acts check out this week. This week’s Top Ten: Jay-Z’s The Blueprint (426,550 copies sold); Nickelback’s Silver Side Up (177,986); Alicia Keys’ Songs in A Minor
(160,996); Fabolous’ Ghetto Fabolous (143,180); Bob Dylan’s Love and Theft (133,760); P.O.D.’s Satellite (133,326); Mariah Carey’s Glitter (116,339); Linkin Park’s Hybrid Theory (107,459); Now That’s What I Call Music! 7 (103,747); and Aaliyah’s Aaliyah (100,659). Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any
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