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Something	went	wrong.	Wait	a	moment	and	try	again.	Shields	are	crafted	from	Wood	Planks	and	an	Iron	Ingot:	Decorating	Shields	Your	shield	can	be	decorated	by	combining	it	with	a	Banner.	This	will	consume	the	Banner.	Using	Shields	Using	a	shield	will	help	to	protect	you	against	any	attack	coming	from	in	front	of	you.	You	can	hold	a	shield	in
either	hand.	To	use	it,	right	click.	When	using	a	shield:	damage	from	melee	(or	hand-to-hand)	attacks	will	be	reduced	by	66%	you	will	take	no	damage	from	projectiles	such	as	arrows	you	will	be	protected	from	some	other	attacks	suck	as	flame	or	punch	effects	on	arrows	your	movement	will	be	slowed	as	if	you	were	sneaking	Which	hand?	Be	aware
that	if	you	hold	a	shield	in	your	Main	Hand,	the	right	mouse	button	will	always	make	you	use	the	shield.	If	the	shield	is	in	your	Off	Hand,	(the	inventory	slot	with	a	shield	on	it!)	then	it	depends	on	what	you	have	in	your	Main	Hand.	You	CAN	use	a	shield	with	a	sword	or	axe	in	your	Main	Hand.	You	CAN’T	use	a	shield	with	a	bow,	or	food,	or	a	potion	in
your	Main	Hand.	You	MIGHT	be	able	to	use	a	shield	with	a	torch	or	placeable	block	in	your	main	hand,	but	only	if	you	are	not	able	to	place	that	item	with	a	right	click.	Damage	to	shields	Your	shield	will	be	damaged	whenever	it	blocks	an	attack,	and	eventually	need	repair.	When	you	are	attacked	by	a	player	using	an	Axe,	there	is	a	chance	that	your
shield	will	be	disabled	for	5	seconds.	Blocking	is	a	gameplay	mechanic	that	allows	players	to	block	several	forms	of	damage.	Usage[]	Java	Edition[]	Shields	are	used	for	blocking	incoming	attacks.	Using	one	causes	the	player	to	slow	to	a	sneaking	pace,	and	after	five	ticks	(0.25	seconds)	blockable	attacks	and	knockback	coming	from	the	front	of	the
player	are	negated.	Any	effects	from	the	attacker	(e.g.	wither	or	fire)	do	not	afflict	the	defender.	A	successful	block	is	indicated	by	a	sound	and	the	shield	taking	damage.	Blockable	attacks	include	melee	attacks,	all	non-magical	projectiles,	damage	from	Thorns,	and	some	explosions.	Creeper	explosions	or	TNT	ignited	by	another	player	are	blockable,
but	TNT	ignited	by	the	player	or	by	a	redstone	mechanism	are	not.	Shields	have	no	effect	on	other	types	of	damage,	such	as	fall	damage	and	drowning.	Bedrock	Edition[]	Shields	are	used	for	blocking	incoming	attacks.	Crouching	(sneaking,	flying	downward,	or	moving	downward	in	water)	activates	the	shield.	Shields	also	automatically	activate	when
riding	mobs,	and	there	is	no	way	to	prevent	the	shield	from	being	activated	when	riding	mobs.	Advancements[]	Icon	Advancement	In-game	description	Parent	Actual	requirements	(if	different)	Resource	location	Not	Today,	Thank	YouBlock	a	projectile	using	your	shield.	Suit	UpBlock	any	projectile	with	a	shield.story/deflect_arrow	History[]	Java	Edition
Beta	1.8Pre-releaseAdded	blocking,	which	at	the	time	could	be	activated	by	using	a	sword.	Also,	blocking	negated	only	50%	of	incoming	damage,	rather	than	100%.	Pre-release	2	;)Blocking	now	correctly	deals	damage	in	multiplayer.	Java	Edition	1.0.0Beta	1.9	PrereleaseBlocking	now	moves	the	player's	hand,	unlike	previous	versions,	in	which
blocking	moved	just	the	sword.	The	player	no	longer	rises	faster	underwater	when	blocking.Blocking	no	longer	decreases	fall	damage.	Blocking	previously	allowed	the	player	to	fall	42	blocks	without	dying,	instead	of	22.	1.814w30aThird	Person	Blocking	Position	Tweaked.	Blocking	while	mining	was	made	impossible.	Blocking	immediately	after
attacking	no	longer	continues	the	swing	animation.	1.915w33cThe	blocking	functionality	of	swords	was	removed	and	is	replaced	with	the	functionality	of	shields.	15w34cWhen	an	attack	is	blocked	by	a	shield,	the	attacker	is	knocked	back.	Being	attacked	with	an	axe	may	disable	the	shield	for	5	seconds.	15w37aCooldown	reduced	from	0.5	seconds	to
0.25	seconds.	Blocking	now	prevents	some	side	effects	like	being	set	on	fire	when	being	hit	by	a	mob	that's	on	fire.Arrows	now	ricochet	off	shields.	15w47bAdded	shield	blocking	sounds.	16w07aAdded	more	variation	of	shield	blocking	sounds.	1.1116w35aShields	now	block	100%	damage/knockback/debuff.	1.1418w43aDue	to	a	bug,	shields	no	longer
repel	attackers	when	blocking.	Bedrock	Edition	1.10.0beta	1.10.0.3Added	the	ability	to	block	with	shields,	which	can	be	activated	by	crouching	or	riding	mobs.	Legacy	Console	Edition	TU5CU1	1.0	Patch	11.0.1Added	the	ability	to	block	with	swords.	1.90	Added	the	ability	to	block	with	shields.	1.92	Removed	the	ability	to	block	with	swords.	Issues[]
Issues	relating	to	"Blocking"	are	maintained	on	the	bug	tracker.	Report	issues	there.	Trivia[]	Blocking	allows	for	the	slowest	movements	possible.	This	can	occur	when	the	player	blocks,	sneaks,	and	moves	backward	while	under	the	effect	of	the	slowness	potion	while	going	through	cobwebs	placed	above	still	water	on	top	of	soul	sand	that	is	placed	on
top	of	ice.	This	causes	the	player	to	move	at	about	1/200	blocks	a	second,	or	2/25	pixel	a	second	(1	Pixel	every	12-13s)	on	a	default	16x16	texture	pack.	Blocking	while	sneaking	and	with	the	additional	events	(but	without	slowness	potion)	allows	the	player	go	at	roughly	0.023854961832	blocks	per	second	(1	block	every	41.92	seconds).[Java	Edition
only]	It	is	impossible	to	block	attacks	on	the	New	Nintendo	3DS	Edition,	as	both	shields	and	sword	blocking	are	absent	from	the	game.	Gallery[]	A	player	holding	a	shield	while	blocking.	See	also[]	Gameplay		(Image	credit:	Mojang)	One	of	the	less	utilised	items	in	Mojang's	blocky	survival	game	is	the	Minecraft	shield.	It	could	be	because	players	prefer
the	idea	of	using	a	sword	or	bow	and	arrow,	or	it	could	simply	be	because	having	a	big	rectangle	obscuring	the	lower	half	of	your	screen	is	a	bit	annoying.	That	said,	a	shield	can	be	the	difference	between	life	and	death	(who	knew	that	not	getting	hit	by	a	skeleton	archer	would	be	a	good	thing).	With	that	in	mind,	here's	a	quick	rundown	of	everything
you	need	to	know	about	the	important	item,	and	how	to	make	a	shield	in	Minecraft.	How	to	make	a	shield	in	MinecraftCrafting	a	shield	is	easy.	Gather	up	enough	wood	to	make	six	Wooden	Planks,	then	make	one	Iron	Ingot	and	you’re	good	to	go.	You	can	buy	shields	from	some	villagers	as	well,	but	it’s	usually	more	efficient	to	build	one	given	how	easy
the	materials	are	to	come	by.	It	doesn’t	matter	what	kind	of	wood	you	use,	so	feel	free	to	be	creative	when	it	comes	to	the	component	parts.	How	to	customise	a	shield	in	MinecraftThe	short	version	is	you	combine	a	banner	with	a	shield	to	transfer	over	the	pattern.	Easy.	But	how	much	do	you	know	about	building	and	customising	a	Banner?	If	the
answer	is	'A	lot',	you	can	probably	skip	the	longer	version	of	this	section.	If	not,	keep	reading.	To	craft	a	Banner,	you	need	six	pieces	of	Wool	and	a	Wooden	Stick.	The	banner’s	colour	will	match	the	wool	used,	so	ensure	to	dye	the	wool	if	you	want	a	colour	more	interesting	than	white,	brown	or	black.	Now	comes	the	fun	part:
Customisation.	Customising	a	banner	requires	a	Loom,	which	you	can	craft	by	combining	two	String	and	two	Wooden	Planks.	Then,	all	you	need	to	do	is	put	your	shield	and	some	dyes	into	the	Loom,	letting	you	change	the	patterns	on	it.	You	can	do	this	multiple	times	with	multiple	different	colours	to	create	something	truly	unique	to	you.	Once	you’ve
customised	your	banner,	you	just	need	to	combine	it	with	your	shield	and	you’ll	have	a	fancy	new	bit	of	equipment	to	walk	around	with.	You	do	this	by	placing	them	both	in	the	Crafting	Table,	then	removing	the	customised	shield.	How	to	use	a	shield	in	Minecraft(Image	credit:	Mojang)Using	a	shield	is	a	simple	matter	of	right-clicking	when	it	is	held	in
either	hand.	Doing	so	will	block	nearly	all	melee	and	projectile	damage	and	even	help	protect	you	from	some	environmental	hazards,	like	being	set	on	fire.	The	best	way	to	use	a	shield	is	to	equip	it	in	your	off-hand	with	a	sword	in	your	main	hand.	Doing	so	will	allow	you	to	both	defend	and	attack	(the	essence	of	successful	combat).	Remember	that
your	shield	will	take	damage	the	more	you	block	with	it,	so	eventually	you’ll	need	to	repair	it.	The	good	news	is	you	can	enchant	a	shield	with	both	the	Unbreaking	and	Mending	enchantments	to	reduce	the	damage	it	takes.	This	is	ideal	if	you’d	rather	not	have	to	worry	about	your	fancy	custom	shield	being	turned	into	firewood.	Prepare	for	battle	by
learning	how	to	create	a	Minecraft	shield,	what	enchantments	you	can	give	it,	and	how	to	use	them	to	defend	yourself	against	attacks	Gina	Lees	Updated:	Mar	29,	2022	Minecraft	Want	to	learn	how	to	create	and	customise	your	Minecraft	shields?	Shields	are	a	state	of	the	art	defensive	tool	to	aid	in	pixelated	combat,	used	instead	of	blocking	with
swords.	Minecraft	shields	are	not	upgradable,	so	it’s	one	size	fits	all,	but	they	can	be	customised	using	a	Minecraft	banner.	Minecraft	shields	will	completely	negate	all	front-facing	attacks	of	up	to	four	damage,	with	the	shield	taking	damage	equal	to	the	strength	of	the	attack	if	the	incoming	attack	exceeds	that	value.	Minecraft	shields	can	be	used	to
deflect	some	incoming	attacks,	including	arrows	that	will	ricochet	and	deal	damage	back	at	the	enemy	who	fired	it,	and	melee	combat	which	will	knock	an	enemy	backwards.	All	non-damage	effects	through	a	ranged	attack,	such	as	being	set	on	fire	or	poisoned	by	an	arrow,	are	prevented	when	blocking	with	the	shield.	Knockback	from	melee	attacks
or	projectiles	is	negated,	except	explosions,	which	are	reduced	to	one	block	or	less.	Find	out	how	to	create,	customise,	and	enchant	your	shield	in	Minecraft	with	these	handy	tips.	Minecraft	shield	recipe	If	you	want	to	create	a	shield	from	scratch,	you’ll	need	the	following	seven	ingredients	for	your	Minecraft	shield	recipe:	6x	wood	planks	1x	iron	ingot
Arrange	your	six	wood	planks	into	a	Y	shape	in	your	crafting	grid	and	then	place	the	iron	ingot	into	the	top	slot.	If	you	have	a	damaged	shield,	it	can	be	repaired	using	either	an	anvil,	or	by	combining	two	damaged	shields	in	your	crafting	grid.	How	to	use	Minecraft	shields	Your	newly	crafted	Minecraft	shield	is	used	for	defending	against	enemies	and
other	players.	The	best	home	for	your	shield	is	in	the	off-hand	slot,	and	once	equipped	can	be	quickly	accessed	using	the	right-click	function	in	the	Java	Edition	or	crouch	in	the	Bedrock	Edition	to	block	incoming	attacks,	however,	your	movement	speed	will	be	significantly	reduced	as	you	crouch.	The	shield’s	weakness	is	an	axe	attack	–	the	blow	will
cause	the	shield	to	deactivate	for	five	seconds,	leaving	you	exposed	to	incoming	attacks.	You	can	block	the	following	attacks	using	your	shield	in	Minecraft:	Melee	attacks	Arrows	(without	the	piercing	enchantment)	Fireballs	Tridents	Snowballs	Thorns	Explosions	TNT	(not	ignited	by	yourself	or	by	a	redstone	mechanism)	Non-magical	projectiles
Guardian/elder	guardian	lasers	Using	your	newly	crafted	Minecraft	shield,	you’re	able	to	fend	off	melee	attacks	from	hostile	Minecraft	mobs,	prevent	ranged	damage,	and	recover	quickly	by	using	enchantments	or	repairing	your	shield.	How	to	enchant	minecraft	shields	It	is	possible	to	enchant	shields	in	Minecraft	using	a	Minecraft	anvil	or
enchantment	table.	The	following	Minecraft	enchantments	can	be	applied	to	your	shield.	Enchantment	Outcome	Curse	of	Vanishing	Cursed	shield	will	disappear	when	you	die	Mending	Repairs	the	shield	using	your	XP	Unbreaking	Increases	the	durability	of	your	shield	And	that’s	everything	you	need	to	know	about	Minecraft	Shields.	If	you’re	looking
for	something	different,	our	guide	to	Minecraft	brewing	will	give	you	all	the	potions	you	need	to	prepare	for	combat.	Unsure	about	the	differences	between	Minecraft	Java	and	Bedrock?	Read	our	guide	to	find	what	makes	these	versions	unique.	We	also	have	details	for	the	Minecraft	Wild	release	date	and	all	the	info	on	the	next	big	update.	Game	Pass
for	PC	Game	Pass	for	PC	Microsoft	$9.99	$1	(first	month)	Subscribe	Network	N	earns	commission	from	qualifying	purchases	via	Microsoft	and	other	programs.
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